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A searcB of the philosophical , psychological, and 
^jcperlaantal 'llteratore resalted In an operational d^flni^iftw of 
enpathy, **A Hierarchy of Snpathy«"* Xn a three age-level study 
employing an xnstzament derived from ■■A Hlerarciiy of Eapathy," 
creative dramatic and dlscnssion responses to a filn of a Boarthnest 
American Indian legend were videotaped* Xhree Judges recorded the 
stcages of enpatJilc response of presch o ol e rs, flftit/slxUi graders, and 
adalrs froa the videotaped protocols. Besolts, displayed In vlsnal 
f cra# lend general snpport to the developnental and hierarchical 
ihypotheses. Theoretical, practical, and research Implications of the 
study center on refining the operational definition of empathy^ 
relating empathlc development to moral developm«it, and training 
chUdren to recognla^ and employ empathlc behavior. (Anthor/AA) 
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la assmr ±m tbm flxst of tw qvmMtlmmm, "VhKt Is •iqMitfay?'^ « sMzdi 
•T tfat philMophlcaly psjchologlcalp ud «q)ozlJB»xtml litoxatiiro ZMultad 
Im MM ozlgiaal •pnmtiraal def laitlra of •■patfaj cftllad A Hiezmrctcr mt 
Empathy^ tlw attaint t« sub>et tte dofinitlom t« olMrvatira vltfalm thm 
•dueatiraal flald lad ta tha fazxulatlaa af tha sacaad qiaaatlaa, "Cmm am* 
pathy laa idaatifiad la zaapaaaa ta fllnad lltazatuzar* A thxaa a«a-laval 
atady aaplajlag aa laatmaaat dazlvad fraa A Hlararcfay of gapaihy aada 
tmm of vldaatapad czaativa dzaaatlc aad dlact»aim zaapaaaa ta Loan'a 
Haeklaca, a Sarthaaat Aaazlcaa ladlaa lagaad aa flla« Thzao Jud^a 
tzaiaad ta aliaarva aad zocozd oa aa laatruaeat abaat tbm atagaa af aapath* 
ie zaspoaaa af pza^acfaaalara^ 5tb*-6tli gradara^ aad adnlta aa aMa aa vldaa- 
tapad pzatocola, obtalaad a dagroa af zoUablllty that hlghltghtad azaaa 
la tte coaatzuct zaqolzlag fuzthaz daflaltlaa« Btaulta dlsplmftd 1* 
▼laual fozB laad goaezal auppozt ta tbo dairalapaoatal aad hlazazchlcal 
lqrp»thaaaa« Tbaazatlcalt pzactlcal, aad zoaaazcb lapllcatloaa of tte 
atttly caataz azooil fttzthar zof laawat af tho ap^zatlaaal daflaltlaa 
af a^patl^^ zolatlag of oapathle davolapa»irt to aozal davalopMBtt aai 
tzalalag af chlldxoa la tbo claaazooa to zaeogalao aad a^loy oapathle 
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In & society that is pr o s resalvaly IwicoMlTig moxm persoa-ozleiitedy 
the coocept of a special fansaa talent for soaslas ^^d Txadexstaadla^ the 
feellBgs and Ideas of other pexsoas has great i^peal* This talent Is 
Sioaetlses called eapatlqr. A d^slze to Imzb »lt)eQt historical aad ctcr- 
rent usages of the term eapatlqr ud to define It operationally led the 
virlter Into a two-year exploration of philosophical and psychological 
vrLtlngSp as well as a search of the expexlsental and descriptive lit* 
erature on enpatlqr. At the sane tine, the writer was working on a con- 
stantly evolving construct of onpathy that was highly subjective at 
first, but which gradually becaae nore operational^ Through a search 
of the existent literature about onpathy and with continuing guidance 
fron the writer's chainan and nenbers odT her doctoral connittoe, the 
effort resulted in the original construct » A Hiemrcfay of Enpathy, which 
atteapted to operatlonalise a develo^ental cognitive process which 
was hierarchical in nature • A Hierarchy of Snpathy was the writer's 
theoretical answer to the eelf-inposod questiont "Wiat is onpathy?** 

A second and practical question renaiaed, "Can enpattqr Be identi* 
fled in the edueatioaal fioldr" It was natural for the writer to narrow 
the field to response to literature because her area of interest was 
in language and reading* Throu^ the process of exploring possiblo 
foms that a field study night take, and considering the difficulties 
that night bo oncowtered In asking both children and adults to read 
the sane otory, the question evolved into its final fom, ""Can enpattqr 
be identified in response to filsed litoratttrer* 

Loon's Secklace (19W), a Northwest Anorlcan Indian legend on filn^ 
was chosen for two reasons* First, a legend toads to have universal 
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appeal. Secoodt the stylised and tmeaotlozsal pzesexttation used in the 
film would leave vleiiexs free to xespond in their own way. 

The two questions, one theoretical and one pxactical, fbrved the 
basis of the study reported in this article. A large body of phii^^it^^^i 
and psychological literature on eapathy exists. Censtruets have heen devel- 
oped Md -ezperisental studies of eapathic behavior have been nde within 
the field of counseling and pqrchotherapy. However, no other constructs 
of eapatlqr* to the writer's knovled^, and very few studies have been 
produced in the field of education. BoxHuth's Taxonomj of Utera^ Befaav* 
iorsf/f73*7^placed eiq^thy under the skill of inference which enables a 
person ^^to derive infonation not explicitly signalled by the reading task." 
Thus enpatt^ as a way of responding to litf»tature has been recognised. 
This article reports on the writer's atteapt to operationally define en- 
pathy and to put the definition to the test of observation in a field etudy 
of response to filaed Utexatuxe. 

Method 

Enpathy Defined by Cwrtrast 

With the coining of the word enpathy in the early twentieth centuzy 
to express the concept Einfflhltnur advanced by Lipps, a process of evolving 
differentiation in neanings fomerly associated with sympathy was set in 
notion. The ten enpathy attracted the nany conni}tations accruing f ron 
the energing scientific study of psychology* The older tmrm synpathy 
retained the slightly inpersonal aeanings that had prevailed in the hunan** 
istic end literazy tradition. 

The process was not and is not cleaT'"'<^* Vhile enpathy seens to 
attract new uses daily« synpathy appears to be retiring grsdually into 
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ohscjxrltj. This trend xay reflect the increasing poptilar Interest In 
psTCbologlcal phenooena rather than a real lack of need for a distinction* 
SMpatfay* In this study, is contrasted with synpathy and a place for each 
word as a descriptor of personal feelings is indicated* 

Because the hig^st stage of eapathy to be found in the writer's 
theoretical construct is Altruistic Sapathy ^ an association with morality 
was suggested* iOtruisa is a way of thinking that has often teen associated 
with aorality^ Since altruism can te associated with hoth egpathy and aor- 
ality, the distinction tetween the two was developed in this study* 
Bapatfay was identified as an inter-»personal way of knowing while aorality 
was defined as a social attitxide* Wprality was considered as a general* 
ization of repeated Instances of eapathy to society as a whole, 
gapathy Defined hy Attributes 

Once eapatl^ was defined tgr contrast, it tecaae necessary to specify 
the attributes which characterise eayatfar^ Stein's On the Problea of 
gapathy (196^), Stewart's Preface to firoatfty (1956), and Kats's 
Eapathyt Its Mature and Uses (19^3) were the prime sources of attributes 
associated with empathy. To a lesser degree. Scholar's The Nature of 
Sympathy (1951^) and Chatterjee's Our Baowledige of Other Selves (1963) 
contribttted insights* Throu^ an exploration of these theorists' writings, 
some commonly accepted attributes of eapathy were listed* 
The Structure and Process of Empathy 

The definition of empathy was continued in terms of its structure 
and process* Stewart's stages were especially useful in suggesting structure* 
And Kats's uses of empathy aided in describing the process* A review of 
Piaget's cognitive develoomental theory suggested the framework for 
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A HieraKdy of Egpattof;. 

Bgpathy Tested In the Plaid Stody 

Tvo assuBptlons veze lorpllcit in the definition of eapathy called 
A Hierarc h y of Egpathy;, They were: (1) that the developBent of eapathy 
Is age-related or developjientaly and (2) that the dBvelopoent of oapathy 
la hierarchical and dependent at each sore advanced level xrpon the previous 
development of levels helow. 

In order to test these assunptionSf tvo hypotheses >iere fraaed. 

Hypothesis 1 > The proportion of Instances of hl^r stages of eapathlc 
response will Increase as the age of the respoodents Increases. 

Hypothesis 2 , The trend of stages of eapathy to he ohserved over a 
period of tlae In a group dranatizatlon that Is freely planned >y the 
participants will be upiiard rather than downward. 

Rationale for the £leld study. The two hypotheses, which rest on 
assuxptlons of development and hierarchy In the growth of eapathy^ both 
derived from and helped shape the field study. Hypothesis 1, which 
applies to the developwntal property of eapathy. required a study to be 
done across age->levels. Hypothesis 2$ which concerns the hierarchical 
property of enoathy. assuaed that the Mdlua of response would be 
creative draaat an aasuaptlon which reflected the Interactive relation- 
ship which existed between the fraalng of the b^tbeses and the planning 
for a study to be done In an educational setting with open-ended rather 
than prescribed response « 

Creative draaa was chosen as the prlaary node of response because 
It provides scope for sensoryaotor, affective and cognitive responses, 
both verbal and non--verbal. Discussion based on questions asked hy the 
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urLter vas Ixscluded because of tbe possiMllt^ that Auch hl^-Ieval em-^ 
pathic response would te tetter exhibited through that Bedlua, 

A decisioii to videotape the creative draaatlc ^Tirt discussion sessions 
followed logically f xon the nature of the response to be elicited^ The 
writer decided that videotape would preserve physical 9 enotionalt and 
cognitive responses for later analysis • 

The decision to use Loon^s Ne^^^ g a f lined Northwest AMrLcan 
Ind ian legend as a stioulus for response derived from siisgivings about the 
use of printed literature because of the wide ags^range involved. 

The aeasure . The instrument derived froa A Hierarchy of Eapathy is 
printed below. Descriptions were shortened and focused on behavion to 
be observed. The six stages of enpathy were labeled by the appropriate 
number on the instrunentt and a seventh category was included to indicate 
pauses 9 short periods of silence , and periods of confusion as seen on the 
videotaped protocols. 

Insert '*A Sumoaxy of Levels and Stages for Analysis of Earpathy-- 
the Instruaent" 

The Instrument Sheet . A sheet which abstracted the instrument was 
also developed. It provided seven coluans to represent the seven categories 
of the instrument. It provided thlrty-^three rows which represented ten* 
second intervals. Judges* marks within the columns and rows indicated 
stages of empathic response 1 or confusieni observed diirlng sequential ten- 
second Intervals. 

Deeign of the field study . The design of the field study of empathic 
response to filmed literature included four principal elements s (l) conduct* 
Ing and videotaping sessions of dramatic and discussion response to filmed 
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A soMary of levels and sIus^bb for analysis of empathy — the Instruaant^ 



1. gxteilor Ialtatloa~ ittltat6s another person or an-- 
IDBlfTIFICATIOH l^sal throu^ facial expressions, body posture, 

aovenent or sounds* The object of isitatlon Is 
jireeent. 

2. Interloriged Iaiiation~ through vozds, play, or 
draoa, reports facial expressions, body posture, 
aoveaient, or sounds observed in another person or 
anlaate being or in self. Object of initation 
need not be present in tiae or space, but aay be«^ 
Any "verbal imitation is, of necessity, interlorlzed 
even though conourrsnt with the imitated* 



3. Beaistance '■-throurfi discourse, play, or drama, 
DIFFERBNTIATIOK expresses in words, facial expression, use of body, 

or sounds, an uncomfortable recognition of the 
difference betveen himself and the other person or 
personified being« Expresses fear, distrust, dis-* 
liJce, uneasiness, bevilderment, or superstition, 
sometimes in exaggerated initation of body or speech* 
Besistance includes voodoo and other negative 
occxilt practices. 
^ Be ident if ication- ^xpre sees through discourse, play, 
or drama, in words, facial expression, use of the 
body, and sounds, a recognition of a relationship 
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tetnaen self aad *'othar" includixig lUotnessas 
«Qd dlfforenees. Srhiblts fUendly imitation ijx^ 
tedy^ sound, or spo^ehi mJdss frlondly overticrasf 
gently tasMsy accepts plans or ad:trlce of tbe 
other penion« 



5« Creative Eapathic Ptoblaa Solving '-^nses his owif 
SMPATHT ideas to iapzore xelationshipei susgests soltxtions 

for inter-personal conflicts or personal prohleasf 
exhibits conscious good^vill tovard other person 
through words and deedsj includes hinself in tbe 
good->will| exhibits his ideas throu^ such be« 
haviors as czeative draaaticst isprovisational 
dzaaat introspection » soliloquy» counseling, dia- 
logue, ralue exploxation, and open-ended quest jlon- 
iBS. 

6, Altruistic Bapathy *- expresses in ifords or actions 
that he understands both himelf and the **other"; 
puts the relationship Ifl^to a frmm of autuality. 
Consciously places his om welfare in subordin- 
ation to tbe welfare of the relationship* Ue^e 
good-will as his aotivatlon and consciously iden- 
tifies with the ''other*'' His plQrslcal Initatlon 
of the "other" approaches the aesthetic (draaa, 
dance) I verbal initatlon tends toward poetry* 
Consdotisly replaces negative affect with altru- 
istic good-will or eapathy# 
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7« Silence or Confualoii~ patiaea» short periods of 
silence 9 mnd periods of eoadfnsion in vh^ch irfaat 
is taking plftce cazmot be understood by the 
observer. 
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literature, (2) training three judges to use the instruaent to identify 
instances of enpathic response oteerved on videotaped protocols, (3) con- 
ducting an inter^Judge reliability check based on observations of identical 
portions of videotaped protocols, and (4) presenting the results of the 
study by means of visial displays and discussion* 

The entire hour-long session done with each of six groups, one pre- 
school, one kindergarten, tvo fifth-sixth grade classes of gifted childzen 
and two university level elsisses, nas videotaped except for the timo spent 
in shoKing Loon*s Necklace > Introductory renarks and transitimal portions 
captured on the tape were eliminated fron. the portions to be judged* Por- 
tions subodtted to the judges consisted of notivation, individual drana- 
tized response, group draaatized response^ and discussion of questions. 
The training of judges was conducted during a two-mek period ioaediately 
preceding the actual judging of the protocols. 

The inter- judge reliability check was conducted during the actual 
judging of the protocols. Identical portions of videotape nere viewed 
hf each judge for that purpose. The results are reported below. 

Fbur types of visual displays were developed to help report the 
results relating to the two hypotheses. A three-by-six cell, a linegraph, 
and a natrix of paired responses presented the results applicable to 
Hypothesis 1. A scattergran displayed the results relevant to Hypothesis 2 
The linegraphs can be seen in Figures 1, 2, and 3. The*^ scattergrans of 
group dramatized response can be seen in Figures ^, 5, 6, and 7. 
Insert FiRurea 1. 2t 3. 5t 6 and 7 
Results 

A reliability form adapted from that used by Flanders (I967) to 
train observers of interaction in the classroom made use of three observers 
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Sevta tot«rvats for Crnttf Draaukiixjitiotis 

Stotct l^»cl» dot rcftreseQls one ii».vtatM:c of CMfuitliic rest>o«is« 
observed by a Jsdg^e. 
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Scrcn Intervals for Crotiip iftmu3kliz^ti0ns 

Vioxct llaci* rrprcscnlJt ottc insin^c^ of c^twiiUlc rcsfiofise 
observed by a ji«cfg€# 

fl^OM 6 

S€^ttetgTmm of rifth^SiKtti Crade Croi^ DrMAlUed l^c%pm%m 
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Seven IntCfVals for firoup OranatiXaiions 

lioic: Each d«i rcprcsfcrtls ooc Iosta«ie« of c«palhic respoos* 
obscrrcd bf a jtMlee. 

Scattcrgratt of Collctc-Agc Crowp OraMtixcd Response 
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xathsr than th« tvo usod tgr 7lMaa»ra, Ths inclusion of a third Judge 
Moossitatod tba addition of six coluans to tha fon. Flanders* relia- 
bility form did not include the calculation of TT, The fora used in 
this study did include the calculation of TTfor each pair of Judges, as 
well as SB average of the TT's f*r the three pairs of Judges, 
Reliability 

Vhen tallies uader the seven aiubers en the instruseat sheet were kept 
separats, the average reliability aaong the three pairs of Judges was tjk^ 

Vhen the nuabers one through six on the instrunsnt sheet, repreeent- 
ing Stages One through Six in A Hierarchy of Bwpathy uore divided into 
l ow er-half, higher half, and the nuaber seven constituting a division by 
itself f average reliability aaoag the thre^ pairs of Judges was .51. 

ifh»9 the nuabers oae through aix were grotqped together and nuaber eevsn 
constituted a group Igr itself, eq^thy versus ooQ-«agpathy« the average 
reliability was .9^. 

Hbea the nuabers eae through six ecostitatad oae group sad nuaber 
aevea eoBStituted another (after obligatozy begiaaiag and Mdisg seveaa 
had beea nbtBhHed) ths avaxage zaUabllity was •69. 
latarwtatloa of aesulta of HeliablUty Check 

The pattan of larger inter-^Jadge zaU&bility assoeUtad with the 
g;reagpiag of the tallias iato larger units, aa a e asui s d tgr ths instrvasnt 
an^gMit ths axiwtencia of aa sspsttqr coostrost. This suggestion is seia- 
fareod bgr the .9^ average rallabiUty fOfond aaong the three pairs of 
iudgea Mien •mftiVtv iaoletad froa aoatasfathy. tfbea obligatory be- 
gllaaing and eadlag aewoa were raaovad froa ths aon-aa^athy oate^ry, 
tbe avaiage zaliability waa atill a high .89. The low reliablUty .3^ 
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Incurred when all stages of eatpathy plus non-eapathjr ^re considered 
separately reflects the difficulty Judgos had In agreeing on the occurrence 
of soM stages, notaUy stage Three (Resistance), as mil fts Stage Four 
(Reidsntification). and Stage Five (Creative Eapathic Problem Solving). 
Hesnlts of Judginic as Halated to Hytwthesis 1 

Hypothesis 1 stiftes that the proportion of instances of higher stages 
of eapathic response will increase as the age of the respondents increases. 
This hypothesis was designed to test the developaental property of the 
eqiathic process as defied in A Hierarchy of groathy * If the proposed 
theory ii» valid, one wavild expect to see a laok of response at the upper 
etages of eapathy aK>ng the middle grade groins as well as among adult 
groups. And one would expect to see occasional Stage Five and Stage Six 
responses, perhaps in the middle grade groups, hut certainly in the adult 
groups. Figures 1, 2, and 3 show that these expectations were in fact 
fulfilled. 

The three linegraphs (Figures 1, 2, and 3) were construcUd on 
calculated proportions of empathic response. The three Judges are xepre- 
seated by a solid line, « hroken line, and a dotted line. Accordingly, 
the results of indiyidial Juigsa* finding are easily seen in comparison 
with one another. In additim, a sense of the trend of increase in 
proportions of high*level response as ths age of the respoodsnts incrteses 
can he gained tgr looklag st the three linegi^ihs repxessntinc Isvsls in 
sequence. 

Besults of |*-*«ffr<'VT t o Hypothesis 2 

Hypotlwsls 2 states that the trend of stages of espathy to lis 
observed over a period of time la a groiQ> dramatisation that is freely 
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pUnnad lay the participants will be upward rather than downward. Hy- 
pothesis 2 Is Intended to test the hierarchical nature of enpathlc response, 
that Is, the tendency of higher stages of eapathy to build on and incor- 
porate lower stages of eapati^y. If the proposed theory Is valid In a 
hierarchical sense, one night expect to see In a draaatised situation, 
which prssunably nlrrers hoaan interaotlon fairly realistically, a 
gradual developaent of higher foms of eiq)athic response. One would hope 
to see intenediate stages between the base response and the highest stage 
response represented. 

A scattergraa (Figures 5t 6 an 7) was chosen as the vehicle for 
displaying instances of response occurring at different stages of eapathy 
within a period of tiae. The vertical axis on the scattergraa represents 
Stages One through Seren, The horleontal axis represents the length of 
any draaatlsatlon divided into seven Intervals. Sinoe the draaatisationa 
vary in length, the scattergraa represents the entire response in each 
draaatixatira asaigned to seven segaents of the hozlsontal axis en a 
•equential basis. The length of any dzaaatlsation is divided into seven 
parts as equal to saeb other as oaa be arranged. The mnbers one to 
seven dlvids the draaatication frM first to last. The re^onae, no 
Mitter Mhat its duation, la distrlbuUd maoa^ tte mym Intarvmls aa 
•Ttaly as posaibla, 

Qiiatsrinit of asirsna> Tha Jtidgaa wad a aairsa to iadloata tha 
baglmlng and andlas of aaeh dzaaatisatioii, a fket which aeeomta for tha 
paeoliar dastarljis of aavaiia la tha fizat and laat aagiM»ta» Tba fact 
that thi first asgsant in Fi^m 4 coataiaa four aoxa dots than tba laat 
aapMit Maaa that tha auater aavsn was uaad to xopraaaat ooofnaloii 
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or aon^sMnlngful nvponM In addition to tim obligatozy MTsa« This 
faaturo did not appoiur at tho fifth«»8lxth or eoUoge-ags lomLs* but 
did appaar at tha pra-achool laval. 

Talaaoopiag taat <i3cpadiant > Vhila tha aathod of talaacoping tha long* 
ar druBatiaationa in ordar to aaka a coi^axiaon of uoaqual langtha of 
dzaaatiaad protooola la not Bathaaatioally rigorouat it waa tha baat ax- 
padiant anong altaxsatiTaa* In tha fiald atudyt aubjacta waxa given coa- 
plata ftaadoa to aalact tha aubjact of draaatisationg to praetioa it, and 
to act it out bafoxa a group wbila baing vidaotapad* Soaa aathod of coa- 
paring unaqual langtha of draaatisation waa nacaaaazy* 

At tha prs-achool-laval, howavar, tha vritar auggeatad to tha children 
what charactara and aituationa thay night an Joy playing* She did not dizaet 
tha acting nar provida aqy dataila of iibat thay ahould do« Tha alnlaal 
guidaaoa providad vaa nacaaaazy bacauaa of tha axtzaaa youth of tha ohildran 
and thair Inability to acoapt raaponaibility for planning and cazzying out 
a acana alooa. Tha pra«acbool protooola of group raspoaaa actually con- 
aiatad of ooa abort draaatiaatioai Allowing anotbary aoaatiaaa tha aaaa 
inoidantt but with diffaraat ohildran participating* At that laval, thara- 
fox*, tte •IsMBts of envp planning and sustalaod Intoxpoeotatloa of aa 
laddBBt wxa alulng, 

Pra-acbool scattanaaa. Tlia pxa-aohoel acattargxaa (Fignxs 5) aJ^' 
Uta a oUaax of hlgbar staga, xaspottaa aldway la tha tiw pazlods 1^ 
taparing off la tba latiar half. Thla pattaxa doaa aot anQpozt «ypothaala 2 
la Ita f ozacaat of aa iQwazd txaad. Tha hgrpotbaala ima ooi^xwdaad, hewvar, 
•vaa tef ax* tbt xaaolta «axa la tecaoaa tha ehlldxaa did aot fi^^ 
aad oaxxy tbxoogh tha dxaaatlaatloaa. Iba xoanlta caa oaad to aaggaat 
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other hypotteaas hoNOver. One auch hyp^l^Bla is that the tzend of ze- 
aponae at pze-aehool level alght be a. fuaetien of the ehildzaa'a fzeah- 
neaa nther than their tendency to Imlld higher reaponae oa loner. 

Flfth«aixth grade acattergran . The data Iselonglng to the flfth-aixth 
grade level (Figure 6) la noie repreaentatlve of the total range of eapathic 
reaponae than la the data at pre-achool or college««ge levela. Sxcept for 
Stage One (Brterlor Imitation), all atagea of reaponae are lepreeented at 
the flfth-alxth grade level, even a few of the variety labeled aeven, 
which repreaenta non-neanln^ or confuaion. 

Stage Fbur (Beldentlf Icatlon) Is preaent throughout aoat tine inter- 
vals. But Stage Five (Creative Eapathlc ProUea Solving) and Stage Six 
(iatruistic Bapathy) are concentrated in the last two intervaU, thus lend- 
ing support ts Hypetheala 2. A unique and interesting feature foimd at 
the flfth-alxth grade level ie the presenoe of Stage Three (Reslstanoe) 
thrott^xit the tiae span. Neither pre-school nor college-age protoools 
showed any threes. 

It should he acted that the fifth-sixth grade children who took 
part in this study were perhaps atypical of that grade populaUon. They 
were aeahers of two classes of giftml children drawn from aevsral contig- 
uous neighborhoods in the Seattle school systea. Wot only did the children 
have aa sxoeptionally high degree of cognitive developmt f or their age, 
but the progran itself offered experiences that the average Inter^dlate 
grade child does not have. In the affecUve desala, however, there is no 
reason to si^pose that the children were unrepresentative of their 
age-group. 
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Sxaalnatlon of the records of indlvldtial draBatlsBatlone at the 
fifth«8lxth grade level showed gaps in the hierarchy. The trend exhibited 
on the scattergraa comes Into evidence only irtien group responses are nelded 
into a coBposite. 

College^aOT scattergran ^ The scattergraa of college*age response 
(Figure 7) lends support to Hypothesis 2* although not with as coaprehensive 
occurrence o£ the various stages as the fifth-sixth grade scattergraa^ 
Stage Pour (Reidentification) is present in varying anounts throughout, 
but Stage Five (Creative Espathio Problea Solving) appears first aldway 
through the time Intervals and is present in the last interval* Stage Six 
(Altruistic Sapathy) is aisslng* At the coUege-age level, the only sevens 
present are obligatory, indicating that the aaount of non^Maningful response 
in the protocols of draaatised groiq> response vas nil. The Stage Fives 
(Creative Bapathlc Problea Solving) as a whole, folloved, rather than 
preceded, the occurrence of Stage Fours (Beidentification), a fact which 
suggests their dependence on the iraediateXy lower stage of response. 
This fact sii^ports the assuaption of hierarchy in Hypothesis 2 at the 
coUege^age level. 

Together the f ifth--slxth grade scattergraa and the coUege-age scatter* 
graa lend support to Hypothesis 2 in their trend of occurrence of hlg^r 
stages of eiroathy as draaatisatioas developed in tiae. The lack of 
Stage Three (Besistanoe) respoaae at the college«age invites speculation* 
One possible explanation, irtiich would s\:9port the hierarchical hypothesis,, 
is that if Stage Three (Besistanoe) can occur only after iaitation has 
been Interioxlsed (Stage Two), it is lifeely to be aaaifest first in 
■Iddle childhood* Perhaps adults, who have learned to recognise their 
own Besistanoe, express it internally so -that It is not observable • The 
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intorlorlsation of ReBistance would support ihe hierarchical hypothesis* 

In the scattergzaas, Mhexe high stage rosponse occurs/ there is a 
tendency for the full range of stages of response fren Stage Two upward to 
be represented. The absence of Stage One (Exterior laitation) suggests 
two explanations! (1) the unself -conscious type of Stage One response would 
require a more natural setting than the study provided, and (2) the young-- 
est children taking part in the study were probably already beyond the 
very earliest sensory-aotor stage of response described In Stage One, so 
that their base of enpathic response was at Stage Two (interiorized Imi- 
tation) rather than Stage One (Exterior Imitation), 

The scattergrans as a whole exhibited a close relationships between 
Stage Four (Reidentification) and Stage Five (Creative Siipathic Problem 
Solving) with Stage Five apparently preceded by and accompanied >y Stage 
Pouj^ response. Stage Six (Altruistic Empathy) was seen only once (at the 
fifth-sixth grade level). Other response on the protocol was at Stage Two 
(Interiorlsed Imitation), If there was a complete range of response ac- 
coapanjring the one instance of Stage Six, it was interiorlsed. Con- 
sidering the high level of abstraction that a Stage Six (Altruistic Em* 
pathy) response demands, such interlorisation is not unlfJcely, 

In the totality of the scattergrams. Hypothesis 2 was supported. 
The incidence of higher stage response was greater in the latter half of 
the tlM intervals in the combined scattergrams (Figure 4), There was 
a slight upward trend. Because there were differences in the patterns 
revealed within age-levels, further studies are indicated, 

25 
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Discussion " 

RellAbillty Results UnstaUa 

The results of the Interjudge reliability check were too unstable 
to permit the statement that, given training such as the three Judges had^ 
three Intelligent people could reach a satisfactory level of agrseaent on 
what stages of enpathy were exhibited in videotaped protocols. 

Kerllnger (I965) said that to be InterpretaKLe, a tost aust be rell«* 
able. He pointed out tfaat^ while reliability is not the nost laportant facet 
of neasureaentt it is still extrsMly laportant. Like aoneyt the lack of 
it is the real problea. Kerllnger "s statenent would seen to undenins^ 
this irtiole study of eapathic response were it not for the fact that the 
study is not truly experlaental. It is, however; empirical. It is an 
attempt to bring theory into the realm of observation* There Is an al- 
most complete lack of control of the various elements that comprise the 
study t a fact which prohibits the use of the term ^^esqHirifliintia** to 
describe the study. The writer reguds the study, rather, as a compar- 
atively realistic attempt to subject a theory of empathy to the stress 
of empirical observation so that both its streagths and weaknesses can be 
highll^ted. A low inter-Judge reliability in this context is a challenge 
rather than a deterrent* 
Deficiencies of the Study Viewed 

The following possibilities are suggested to explain the defl- 
oiencles In Inter-Judge reliability found in the study t (l) the stages, 
as defined, are not sufficiently susceptible to deserlminaticm^ (2) the 
Judges need longer tridning on videotapes similar to those they are re- 
quired to Judge, (3) •apathy • as a constwrik* may not be refined enough 
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to tMt, aad (li) tm Jai«M« zsiter ttau tfaxM. abodld b» tzalaad to 
a crttOTion Imol of a«zMBBt laaad oo tte vzltar'a Jvd^Mt te^rcod 

Of tte foiqr yo— IWo dafldaoeltta, tm pradaalMto la tbm iixitor*o 
^nl^HMit. ttaqr o«tt (1) tfast tte twlnlitg of Jad«M «m aot laas oaon^ 
Mr fnciwtd- oo jtotoc»l« onfneSaotly slaUtf to tboa* oMd 1* th» aetwl 
mUOj, aad (2) ttet tte ata^M, as dofiaad. mm aoi aofCleiaBtlT sweap- 
UUaa to d1 aerial aatiao, tba aaa of thxao Jad^ la tha laitial atody, 
hotmwKT, balpa4 xawaal coaglarltiaa aad mUaaa aeza olaaadj tbaa tlia 
aaa of tao Jodcaa mo«14 taawa. Xaaa of twIwlHc ^ saUaMlUgr aaa 
aaeirSHoad. to aaaa oxtaat* la favor of oiylorlng ^ ycoUoaa, Oaij 
aftar ftettaar soflanwta la tha ttaoqr 1m tean aada aooU aozo si«or- 

ooa arjiailaaatil jaoo a diu i o a aaalUL. 

PaartM a Fi^aMlaa Ayaaa 

;fR«>aI of vlaoal dlsplara of ttm iadctac haa proagrtod tlMoo aaaaaa- 
awUt il) Sta«M Taa (Xatostarlaad Xaltatloa) aad ftar (laSdaatmea* 
tlaa) «aa ba tasd to dlaorla l a a t o. (2) It ta aot alwya oaay ta dlaeria- 
iaata Uimm 8ta«M Hmr (■aldaatiflaatlao) aad flvo (Cioativa Bapatide 
fkoUaa aolvlac), aad 0) 9ta«i tteoa (taalataaaa) la otearvad Safxa- 
faaatlj mrnyi to araaaa ■aiftalaaa akaut altter its a »la« a oo a or ita 
ofoxaUaoal daflattlid^ tlw laek of obaarvtd Stafa flaa (Bstaxlor lal- 
tatlaa) alao xafvtxaa asplaaatiao, 

fftnf Ttinf 9in It mUT 

to tlia laUamity ifcaolBi» aaljr aaa Jaifi •% m t m€ ttafa Iteao 
(■■■Utioaa) 1 in I II I III, to tfca aetaa Jalflaf altaatlaa. aU tteoa >d. 
iaa mm toatMM af fta«a YImo naf iai» tao affvaxtaatoly to tka aaaa 
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mammt mad tte tMxi only mlalmHf, Ite tMo aitnitlotw dlffm^ im ttmt 
tfa» xBllaMllty ctaMfc mm dOM oa Idntlcal poztlou of jsoCoeoI ■fal2« ths 
aetnl stadjr vu dOM oa wpumt* «ad iadapaadast lOEOteeala. ItaM* 
«t«t«Mt« an Mda te >ngg i« t . ttet It «u art li^cmibl* f cr aay of th» 
i«d«Mi to oboozvo Sia^o Hum xaapoaao. lovaztlMloaa* Sta«B Ihzao (B»«la- 
taaeo) zaaalaa a psoUaa axaa ttaat afaould bo oobiKtod to fnrtter dafSaltloa 
and o^parlaaatal rtaarvatloa. 

T"yl teatloaa 

rtm lipll ra ti— > doHviaf from tte toataUvo aaaaoxs to th* tao-foU 
FzoUoa pioaMta4 ta thla study tULl oador tJooo eato^orloai (1) tte tteo- 
vatUal* (2) tte yn u rtl ca l , mmt O) xoaoaxcb aoodod, 
Tteoiotlcal Tap11c«tloaa 

A MUxmxckr aiT laaathy oihmta tteoxotleal llfcwiMMt to Plafotiaa 
dovolofaoatal eoffitlva tteo i y la Ita atraetaxo. In ita pzoeoaa, it aaj 
OMwUtHta aaotter llak la tte gzaalac etela of tteozatloal OMUtmeta 
elalalag Uaahly alth Plasvt'a tteoxy. UtXhng'm megUmtlmm of tte 
iavolopoMt of aosallt/ atev a alallar tteoxotleal teao. If dlvono pay* 
otelogloal. oaaatneta meb aa lataULlfBaea, anBlity* aad oagpatly ens te 
atevi to te eloaoly zalatod. all teaaflt ttm aaiwelatlaa altlila a 
rti wg ly paxadlga* 

tealataaoo mad aaaatly waathr . Tte pealtlas of a 8ta«» of Iteiiataaoa 
witltla tte lilazaxaldaal tfovolofant of aapttJqr eo«24 tely oifUla tte 
axtataoea of a pigrotelaglcal atato vaxloualy eallad aatlyatligr la aino 

Afftott^a ooMoa oogatl¥» oMatler, I t r i a at aw of tte wnA ^gj^BL 
tea alanya nkildtatf afftetlvo eaaaotatt— i ia w^lim of ita oafteala oa 

no 
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im— liift T HidazstttidlBs ptxmemm^ A aiwMdqr •f anwHtf coold p t om to 

tfa» teaMnzk vlthlB iddA teth stetea az» ijlal— <1, as aall as iy> 
Mtor ■inlf—tatlo— of Mpatfaj, 

finwwiftr — aathar larlilad . Ikaeh of tte oo^ozimstol litoxBtaro oa 
•apatlqr o oaeaxna tha dataetlaa and a>aaur»a«it. of aapatjqr la eonaolar- 
patlaat xalatilnaaMpa. ttm (aeatian Mat aaeh atudiaa aak ia wot, mmt 
ia aapKtlqr?- laataad, it la 'Vom eaa aayattagr aatamail ar iaaglitr' tbasa 
la aa lajpUdt aaaaaptlaa tlwt aagpattQr tea alxaa4ijr teas daftiiatf j la light 
af tha p«aaaat aa^laiataxjr atadiy* aadi aa ■■■iiptlaa aajr aot to vuiaatad. 
A Hiaia»glif 7f *-rfiHy eaalA pxova to to tlw ttooxatleal fkaa»wzk tHat 
fazfasaa ttat aunrloa, 
Pieaotloal Ia>Hfiit1<e^ 

Savaxal foBaotlaal lapllaatiaaa dadva fcaa tto yaaafkla ylaoaaaat 
of aapatlqr ttooxy altlila aa owmU Plagatlaa aa walBftalil ea^tiva 
fa»dl«B. SOM of tto iaidlcatlMa far toth taactoss aa« laazwsa «m to 
atatad talafly la tto paTfjapha ttet UUmi, 

aai>aloaiaa a»aaa«y watar aad afgactii>o gwaanaaa. Oatzaat latozaat 
la astim-Uacaal Biiaaiwtcatlwi aaeH aa to4r "NnmmtiB* •» m tzala- 
las la tto affiaoUva daaala aneh aa talia aawpatlaa, Sadleatoa aa ax- 
paidlaf OMWOft af tto nOa af adaeatlaa. It la ftialMa ttat A Ittamg* 
clar of laaatter alU ycavMa tto ntiaaala for taictare to toly «kiXdxaa 
tevatof ttolr aaaiaiy aator xufwmi aaoH aa to<r*lMC«i> j w ufw t f ally 
Kltlila a oofMit ttooqr ttalr afXiMtlva xaafOMoa MMli aa fMcaeoal 
aypCMUtlM ar miMiMg •€ wnammi l al i lf— rttif viftUlA tto mm ttoa«y 
at tta aaao iU» ttaj ara io«aUilaf ttalr MisBl llagi^^ 
iaatlaa afclUa, aldH aaco laqply oafiltl<a la ■ taim tor, 

2fl 
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tiflM hava aaphaalaad tba iipartaaoa af aozallty vithlB W cultura. Evao 
tefo» tka publle fait tha aaad^ adooatara mxm morlMe la tha dixactlaa af 
idastlfyias tba davalapMt mt JMxaU^ althla tha ehl2d« Xtablbaiqs's 
■ozmltiy Isvaati^iailaaa mxs paxhapa tba btat kaaaa la adacatlooal clzclaa« 
Bacaaaa A HlagMcdqr at Bwatbor f allava a aiallar daiq>ltpaantal paimdlga 
aa ilaaa Kablbaxjs*a aazallty ematzBet, and b>eaii>a a zalatloaablp ta Mzal 
dMaXapaaat la aa^pUdtljr ladlcatad la tba aapattqr tbaazy* taacbaza 
flad vltbla A Hlaraydor af Eapathy tb^ zatloaala far taachlwg aaipatlqr m 
a poralada to aoxallty^ 

Payalapiag aapatby for ciaatlira paraoaal xalatlcc^hlpa^ Soelmtj raeag« 
slats a aaad far atrasfttmlaf paraaoal tlaa la aa aim ahaa tba a caao y aaaaa 
to paab la tba dlraetloa of dahtwal matlaa, Vltbla tba acbo9Xa« taaeterSf 
adainiatratorat Mad atadtata aaat aor» paraoaal xalatloaahlpa Inataart of 
ataraotjrpad ralM, Bieaaaa tba foatarlaf of parmal rslatloaablpa la aa 
andaavor aowtlaaa f saagbt vltb, pazU^ltba pravlaloa of* a xatloaala vltbla 
atalob to taaob orMtlva approacbaa to uadtrataadlag otbara vaald aaaa 
doalzabla^ lha aapatlqr tbaozy pxaaaaUd 1a tbaaa ptt«»s mj provlda tbat 
satloaala^ 

Proaotlair aaoatatlal aaaatble >da¥»lopawit ^ tfbllo Mat paopla racoip- 
ftlsa tbi Yalaa of oq^tbTt tbay ara^ paxbapat aot oaenUut of tha dlffar-* 
lAf fnw idilch wqpatby oaa tafei^ Also iimy axa psobably oot uaad to 
tblnirtug of oapatly aa a dowloparatal prooaoa« If thd aa gaw oo of daval«* 
opami oagfaatad In tba prtaaat atvdijr la affUwd la o at ao y it n t atadlaa^ 
tooobm «m teipo tbi mtloMlo f or taiUdlaf o« 

otafo of oiVttUqr ite obUd aaalfooia la oxdar to ofioo«o«a furtbor da^ 
voloipof i >t tbo oo«i otfi> 
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Prpaotlng mmpmtblc dayelgpaaat in fachws^ Am a eozollaiy to 
b uil d in g on ftq^tfalc stzoagths la stiadeats 1& oxitor to pxoaoto f urtter 
gxoKth in empmtbyp tMcters th&maelimB could uso A Hirarchy of agmthy to 
idantify their om doninsat lovel of eqiathie xospoose^ Ttey could find 
MtiYmtiojL for their om further deirtlopMat in penonel relatione. 
B»aearch leplicatjone 

In order that the foregoing theoretical and practical iapUcatlMe 
aaj he acted upon, there ie an escpreee need fer further reeeareh in eepatt^ 
ae a developaeatal hlerarchlral cegnitiTe-«thniet proceee* FdIIoik^ etudiee 
caa eoae froa tiro eouroee, the aio^r, or other educators or theoriete vbo 
mgr fixA eoaetiiiag vithin thie etudy to provoke queatione that thej iiould 
lUce to aaeiier» Sither mcf, the conetruct A Hierarchy of gapathr ie sub- 
let to aodl f lot ion or rejection aa further reeeareh belpe clarify or 
nale out etagee and levele aa poeited* 

If a revieed coaetmct eeergM ftoa future reeeareh done Iqr the 
writer, other reeearehere are invited to teet it wd extrapolate. If 
another reeearcher oi^ere a divergent or variant oonetruet, the oppor- 
tuDity for coaparieone and refineaente ifill exist. 

Whatever the validitx of A Hierarchy of gapattara the need reaaina 
for theoretical and practical es^loratieoa la eapatlqr theoxx In aueh 
the ease my that f^irther studiee in the deveXopant of aorality are 
n eede d . Vhile ejapathy^ m a coaatniot, has probehly net beea explored 
la receat tiaea, aueh aa exploration could paove exciting in iteelf 
and enlightmiag on a CMparative baaia sith eapathy eiq^ratime. 

It is probable that the reeeareh laplioatioae of a theory sf de«» 
velopneatal eapatfcgf are only feiatly gllnpeed at thie tim^ 
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